
Major Baldwin’s Story 

 
Major Darren Ryan Baldwin was born in Chicago, IL and raised in Worthington, OH. He graduated from 
Worthington Kilbourne High School in 1993 and went on to graduate from The United States Military 
Academy at West Point. Followed by a first assignment as a Field Artillery Officer in Giessen, Germany, 
during which he was sent into combat in Kosovo as part of Task Force Falcon. Following his deployment, 
Darren continued his military training in the Special Forces Officer Qualification School in Fort Bragg, NC. 
He was selected to serve in the U.S. Army Special Forces in 2003 as a Green Beret officer. 
 
He completed three deployments in Iraq as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom and experienced traumatic 
brain injuries in 2005 while on his second deployment to Iraq. He returned to Iraq for his third 
deployment in January 2006. Following his last deployment to Iraq, Major Baldwin went on to serve 
as aide de camp to the U.S. Army Special Forces commanding general at Fort Bragg, NC. During his tour 
of service there, he traveled to many countries, meeting and working with many great personnel. After 
completing his tour, Darren served as a commander of a Special Mission Unit. 
 
Major Baldwin was a Purple Heart medal recipient for his war-related injuries, and also received a 
Bronze Star medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, a Meritorious Service Medal, two Army Commendation 
medals, one Army Achievement Medal, two National Defense Service medals, one Kosovo Campaign 
with Bronze Service Star, one Iraq Campaign Medal, one Global War On Terrorism Expeditionary Medal, 
one Global War On Terrorism Service Medal, one Army Service Ribbon, three Overseas Service Ribbons, 
and one Combat Infantryman Badge. 
 
To honor Major Baldwin’s legacy, Darren’s family members have established the Major Darren Baldwin 
Legacy Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charity to annually provide scholarships to two qualified seniors of 
Worthington Kilbourne High School. The Scholarship’s purpose is to inspire a generation of Worthington 
Kilbourne High School seniors to emulate Major Baldwin’s persona of striving to excel in studies, 
athletics, peer friendships, and leadership roles indicative of a young patriotic citizen of our great nation. 
 
Former class and teammates describe the kind of WKHS student, athlete and friend Darren was to them. 
 
“Darren Baldwin was a great man and an even better friend. He was someone you could count on for 
anything — the epitome of responsibility and dependable. Whether it was in the classroom or on the 
field (both of which is where Darren excelled), he always had a smile on his face and added his positive 
spirit. He made a positive impact on those around him. He served his country with dignity and pride, and 
I am proud to have called him a friend.” Jeff Todd  Classmate and Teammate, WKHS Class of 1993 
 
“Words truly can’t express enough how great of a friend, teammate, and person Darren was.  
From when we were young, he was always there as a friend, as a brother, to support me no matter 
what. He was an extremely hard worker in school and sports. Always a positive influence, a smile on his 
face and good demeanor to everyone around him. He embodies what an all-around good student 
athlete is and should be."  Mike Szabo Classmate and Teammate, WKHS Class of 1993 
 
 


