
Worthington Kilbourne High School Course Advisory Sheet 

AP European History 

Scope and sequence of the course: 
The AP European History course opens with a review of Pre-Modern Europe (Ancient Greeks/Romans and Medieval Europe) in order to provide a 

common foundation for references made later in the course.  The remainder of the course is a survey of Modern European History, beginning 
with the Renaissance and Reformation (14th – 17th Centuries) and continuing through the aftermath of the end of the Cold War (late 20th 

Century).  By contrast, the scope of the Modern World History course is much more limited, opening with the events that contributed to the 
Enlightenment (17th – 18th Centuries) and continuing through the present day. 

In a standard course (Modern World History), 
students who typically perform well… 

 
● Attend class every day with all necessary 

materials  
● Actively participate in classroom activities, 

including taking notes daily 
● Seek out other students’ assistance when an 

absence is unavoidable 
● Commit 20-30 minutes per day to completing 

homework assignments and reviewing 
material in preparation for unit tests (which 
may require additional time according to 
student need) 

● Consult with the teacher outside of class to 
eliminate misconceptions and/or gaps in 
knowledge, and work on skills needed to 
perform well on all of the components of unit 
tests, including essays 

AP European History students accept additional responsibilities for: 
 

● Completing the summer assignments 
● Committing an additional 15-30 minutes per day to completing homework 

assignments, outlining/drafting essays, and reviewing material in preparation for 
unit tests (which may require additional time according to student need) 

● Reading a textbook that is written using a more elevated vocabulary, more 
complex sentence structure, longer paragraphs/sections/chapters, and with more 
density (words per page) and fewer visuals than a standard course textbook 

● Elevating their writing skills in developing clear central claims that are upheld  by 
logically consistent supporting claims which are, in turn, substantiated by 
multiple specific items of historical evidence linked to each claim by a valid 
warrant 

● Evaluating the value and limitations of primary and secondary sources based 
upon the purpose and origin the source; determining how these impact the use 
of the source as evidence in support of a claim 

● Preparing to take the AP European History Exam by attending after school review 
sessions, completing practice multiple-choice tests, and perfecting essay-writing 
skills 

From a student’s perspective: 

“The textbook is really hard and sometimes you have to read a section twice to really understand it and get the information that you need from it.  There’s also 
a lot of writing and you have to learn to back up everything you say.  The hardest part is how you analyze the primary sources and how you have to learn to use 
them to back up your point, even if they don’t appear to.  My brother took the course and he says it’s what prepared him for lots of his college courses, not just 

in History.” 
Example of text from the Example of text from the AP European History textbook 



Modern World History textbook 

 
 

From:  Modern World History, Holt-
McDougal, 2012. 

 
From:  A History of Europe In the Modern World, McGraw Hill, 2014. 

Example of an essay question 
from Modern World History 

Example of an essay question from AP European History 

In what ways did Adolf Hitler and the 
Nazi Party successfully mobilize the 
German public to support the party’s 
policies? 

This question is designed to test your ability to work with and understand historical documents.  Write an essay that: 
● Provides an appropriate, explicitly stated thesis that directly addresses all parts of the question and does NOT simply restate 

the question. 
● Discusses a majority of the documents (provided as part of the essay prompt) individually and specifically. 
● Demonstrates understanding of the basic meaning of a majority of the documents. 
● Supports the thesis with appropriate interpretations of a majority of the documents. 
● Analyzes the documents by explicitly grouping them in at least three appropriate ways. 
● Takes into account both the sources of the documents and the authors’ points of view. 

Analyze the intended functions of propaganda and the attempted strategies for using propaganda employed by European dictators 
from 1919 – 1939, and assess the success of these propaganda strategies in achieving their intended functions. 

 


